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Hyderabad: Tata Hitachi
Construction Machinery Co
Pvt Ltd, which is a 60:40 joint
venture between Hitachi Const-
ruction Machinery Company
Litdand Tata Motors Lid, isplan-
ningtomake India a global mot-
her hub for the manufacture of
backhoe loaders, top company
officials said here on Saturday.
The JV is currently in the
process of developing a four-
wheel drive version of its Shin-
rai two-wheel drive backhoe lo-
ader that has been developed
from scratch in India and was
unveiled in Hyderabad on Sa-
turday Thebackhoeloadersare
made at its Dharwad facility in
Karnataka “We plan to make
India the mother manufactu-
ring hub for backhoe loaders
with plans to export to some
parts of Europe, Russia, Africa
and the Indian subcontinent.
We are developing a four-wheel
driveversionof the Shinraiand
it will be ready in one vear after
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which we will startexporting to
the Indlan subcontinent and
African countries to begin
with,” Sandeep Singh, mana-
ging director, Tata Hitachi
Construction Machinery Co
Pvt Ltd said. On the impact of
the rupee depreciation on busi-
ness, Singhsaid it has wreaked
havoc as about 35% of the com-
ponentsof its construction equ-
ipment are imported. “With the
Rupee falling from RS 65 w0 over
Rs T4 vis a vis the dollar, there
has been a nearly 56% impact

b for backhoe loaders

on the product cost, which we
cannot pass on to the customer
andhave toabsorbit. If thiscon-
tinues we will have to increase
prices by 1-15% Derquarter;” he
said. According to Singh, the
company, which makes excava-
tors, wheel badersand backhoe
loaders, raked iIn revenuesof Rs
3500 crore in 201718 with sales of
around machines (0% of
which were excavators) and is
eyeing sales of 9000-9200 machi-
nes in the current fiscal and re-
venues of Rs 4500 crore. He also
pointed out that over the next
twohiree years the company
will be focusing on backhoe loa-
ders,whichmakesuponeof the
largest chunks of the construc-
tion equipment segment with
an overall market projection of
about 40,000 units this fiscal.
“We are eyeing 8% shareof the
backhoe loader market in the
next2-3 years. Telangana is ane
of the largest markets for const-
ruction equipment and acco-
unts for nearly 10% of overall
excavator sales,” hesaid.



